
Aluminum Manufacturing
MATERIAL LIFE CYCLES

Shipped to the U.S. 
and transported 

to factories.

Bauxite 
is mined.

Electrolysis 
separates 
aluminum 
from the 
bauxite.

Aluminum 
is melted.

Poured into 
flat sheets.

Sheets are 
shaped 

into cans.

Used 
aluminum 

is collected.

Transported 
to recycling 

plants.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Recycling aluminum uses only 5% of the energy required to 
 create aluminum from bauxite.

• Water pollution is reduced 97% when using recycled 
 aluminum instead of bauxite.
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